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SUMMER HALL PRESENTS

FRANK STEWART
PHOTOGRAPHY ART EXHIBIT

EXHIBITION OPENS OPENING RECEPTION & ’
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 ARTIST APPEARANCE
10:00 am-7:30 pm FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11

5:00-7:30 pm

SUMNER HALL .
206 S. Queen Street FREE and open to the public

Chestertown, MD 21620

Join us for an evening with acclaimed photographer,
Frank Stewart, celebrating a lifetime of documenting jazz,
culture, and the human experience.

CH ESTERTOW%F ESTIVAL

30th Annual and Final Festival
Saturday, September 12
WILMER RIVERSIDE PARK
12:00 Noon Gates Open
12:15 pm Welcome and Opening Remarks

12:30 pm GOSPEL OPENING
Karensomerville Band & Sombarkin’

1:30 pm Sue Matthews, Stefan Scaggiari
& Dick Durham Reunion Ensemble

3:00 pm James Fernando Trio
4:.00 pm Champian Fulton

5:00 pm HEADLINER
Marcus Roberts Trio
Featuring Jason Marsalis

No Pets, Coolers or Containers. Please bring your lawn chairs. Rain or shine.

For all information go to www.garfieldcenter.org

or call 410-810-2060




Garfield Center for the Arts

Steven J. Arnold, Executive Director
Christopher Hamlen, Financial Manager
Butch Clark, 7echnical Director
Sasha Bank, Development Director
Nic Carter, Theatre Manager

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Mark Sullivan, President
Mel Rapelyea, Vice President
Natalie Hagan, Secretary
Karen Ferguson, Treasurer

Catherine Bushby Charlie Joiner
Jim Landskroener Roseann Squire

Matt Garfield, Honorary Chairman Emeritus
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MASSONIART

WWW.MA RT.COM
113 SOUTH CROSS STREET ® CHESTERTOWN, MARYLAND

Gallery Hours: Thurs—Fri 11-4; S

Private appointments may be tled at any ing us in advance.




Juzz, Blves & NPR News!

wesm‘913.org

Deilmarva’s Only Locally Hosted
Jazz, Blues & NPR News!
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The Greatest Hits of All Time
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Jazz Festival Committee

Dr. Melvin Rapelyea

“Dr. Mel’ has had a 40-year medical
career in the field of Radiology, spend-
ing many of them on the Eastern Shore.
He began the Jazz Festival in 1996 as a
fundraiser for The Native and African-
American Cultural Museum. He has led
the committee for the Jazz Festival since
that time. He also serves on the boards
of The Garfield Center for the Arts, The
Sultana Education Foundation and Echo
Hill Outdoor School.

Steven Arnold

Steven Arnold returned to the Eastern
Shore in January, 2020, to begin work as
the Garfield Center for the Arts’ Executive
Director. He has a long career of profes-
sional acting, directing, playwriting and
theatre administration which includes
hands-on participation in nearly 80 stage
productions. He resides in Chestertown
and is always hard at work planning
for current and upcoming GCA season
programs.

Andy Goddard

Andy is actively involved in promot-
ing all things local, including music. She
was the long time proprietor of the local
watering hole and music venue, ‘Andy’s
in Chestertown. She was also Event and
Volunteer Coordinator of the Garfield
Theater for the Arts as well as former
Executive Director of Chestertown

River Arts.

Leslie Prince Raimond

Leslie, now retired after decades as
director of Kent County Arts Council
(now Kent Cultural Alliance), has
proudly been involved with the Ches-
tertown Jazz Festival sine its founding
in 1996. She continues to help support
and participate in Kent County’s many
arts, cultural and historic events as well
as many environmental projects and
performances.

Ford Schumann

Ford is a jazz aficionado who contin-
ues to serve as stage manager for the Jazz
Festival as he has done for many years.
He is the moderator of monthly ‘open
mic night’ at Garfield Center for the Arts,
the director of the Chestertown Ukulele
Club and a member of the trio BFD.

Jonathan Sallet

Jonathan and Lori Sallet live on
their organic farm , ‘Boxer’s Rest’ just
south of Chestertown. Jon is an avid if
not proficient student of jazz piano. He
works as a government attorney and also
teaches public policy.

Mary Simmons

Mary is grateful to be involved in
such a wonderful event. Mary was born
locally into a musical family and is the
youngest of four. She has experienced
and loves all kinds of music. She believes
in supporting all music events in the area
by volunteering and promoting them on
her ‘Local Music in Kent, Queen Anne’s
and Surrounding Areas’ Facebook page.

Emeritus
Alex Castro The late Lain Hawkridge Sarah Lyle
Robert Ortiz Sue Matthews Nic Carter



Sombarkin’ is a soulful trio celebrated for remarkable vocal talents. Whether

performing with a full ensemble of skilled musicians or captivating audiences
with their distinctive a cappella arrangements, they deliver music that
resonates deeply and stirs the soul. Their performances offer a transformative
journey through Negro Spirituals, blues both traditional and contemporary,
and jazz. One of the joys of listening to Sombarkin’ is discovering which
member is voicing each part, as their harmonies intertwine beautifully.

The group—Karen Somerville, Lester Barrett, Jr., and Jerome McKinney—
founded by Somerville in 2002 alongside her lifelong friends. Using three
letters from their combined surnames, an artistic license to coin the group’s
name sustains the unique flair for their ever-pleasing a cappella croon.

Sombarkin’ is renowned for their expressive harmonies and sophisticated
polyphonic techniques, infusing energy into every genre they approach, from
spirituals to modern jazz. Their dynamic presence has earned them numerous
honors, including the prestigious Hedgelawn Foundation Kenny Award for
their performance in the original musical “Red Devil Moon™ at the NYC
Fringe Festival in 2016.

Their artistry goes beyond a cappella, displaying versatility with instrumental
accompaniment as well. Sombarkin’ has represented Kent County at the
Maryland State Arts Council’s 50th

Anniversary Gala at the Walters Art Museum in Baltimore, serving as
the county’s featured artists and celebrating Maryland’s vibrant creative
community.

Each performance by Sombarkin’ is both complex and powerful, always
leaving audiences profoundly moved and eager to hear more.

Sombarkin’s full band features Gerry Werner, Guthrie Matthews, Vaughn
Bratcher, and Chris Dorr.



Sue Matthews
Aeeurton Endencbte

Sue Matthews, truly one of the great
vocalists and performers of our time,

has enjoyed appearing in top jazz clubs,
concert halls and music festivals both
nationally and internationally. Her silky
smooth croon and infectious vitality have
entertained audiences around the world,
ie: Calgary Philharmonic, National Music
Festival Orchestra, Tampa Symphony,
NYC’s Town Hall; venues in Holland,

{ Argentina, Hungry; a ‘Fly-On’ Entertainer
for the Carnival Cruise Lines. National
and International Music Festivals, ie: Clifden Artsweek in County
Galway, Ireland, The Saluzzo Music Festival, Italy, Rehoboth Jazz Festival,
Chestertown Jazz Festival, Berks Jazz Festival, W.C. Handy Festival; Artist
In Residence for the Augusta Festival in

West Virginia.

As a ‘standards’ jazz vocalist, Sue Matthews, has been delighting audiences
for more than 30 years. Her recording debut was in 1991, releasing the
traditional jazz album, Love Dances, reviewed by Jazz Times as “...a bona
fide jazz singer, her phrasing is a dream with razor-sharp articulation...®.
Her subsequent release, When You're Around, achieved “top 20” berths on
the Gavin and R & R Jazz Charts. She has released 8 recordings to date,
which continue to garner the attention and praise of both national and
international critics “...her laid back effortless delivery and smoky voice

is something to be savoured and enjoyed... a jazz vocalist deserving more
attention on both sides of the Atlantic...” The South Wales Evening Post.



Stefan Scaggiari

Aoeutton Evdentbte

Stefan Scaggiari (Italian), pronounced
Ska-jar-ee, has performed as Soloist with
the Indianapolis Symphony, the Evansville
Philharmonic, the Kansas City Symphony,
the Florida Orchestra, the Calgary
Philharmonic, the Rochester Philharmonic,
the Aspen Festival Orchestra, the
Annapolis Symphony, and the Annapolis
Chorale Chamber Orchestra. He has been
heard by millions on National Public
Radio’s Week-End Edition Sunday and
recorded 9 albums on Concord Records—3
as leader. Stef has 5 more under his own label Stefco Music. He has
written spots for ABC Sports, the IRS, and has arrangements for piano
soloist with symphony orchestra. An alumnus of the U.S. Marine Band
“The President’s Own”, he has performed at the White House over 200
times. Stef is currently music director at Unity by the Bay Church in
Annapolis, MD.

Highlights as a jazz musician include 30 years of music-making with the
great Ethel Ennis; 3 tours of Japan with the Carol Sloane Group, and 9
years as music director at the famous King of France Tavern in Annapolis,
MD; Stef has performed with Sammy Davis at the White House, Dizzy
Gillespie and the National Symphony at the Kennedy Center, and twice
played for Frank Sinatra.

His international travels include Holland (Heineken Festival), Japan
(Concord/Fujitsu tour), Brazil, Canada, Mexico Turkey, (European Jazz
Festival), and Italy (Saluzzo Festival).

Stef is a graduate of the Eastman School of Music and has a Master’s Degree
from the Peabody Conservatory, studying with the world renowned pianist
Leon Fleisher.

He lives with his wife Debora on the Eastern Shore of Maryland.



Dick Durham with Max Murray & Frank Russo

Aovution Evdentbte

Dick Durham recalls his early choices to pursue
his passion for the piano that led to impressive
acclamations from audiences, fellow musicians,
and music critics. Dick was encouraged to follow
his passion for the piano during his college years
{ and boldly veered from the paths his cardiologist
father and playwright mother had pursued.

After his discharge from military service, Durham
put a trio together and started playing jazz clubs,
most memorably as the opening act for the Count
Basie Orchestra. He has had the privilege of
sharing a bill with Stanley Turrentine, Grover Washington Jr., Billy Cobham,
Stef Scaggiari and many others. Dick credits jazz pianists Errol Garner,
Oscar Peterson, and Teddy Wilson as his major influences.

His compositions have earned him two separate Maryland Governor’s
Citations for excellence in the performing arts, and his jazz variations on the
scores of musicals like “West Side Story” have earned standing ovations.

Dick wrote two musicals, both performed at Church Hill Theatre (and one
in NYC). Now retired, he lives sanely and serenely on his farm near Church
Hill with his wife Betsy.

Trio has been praised for
the “swinging within an
inch of its ever-loving
life” by DownBeat and
called “one of the most
rewarding discoveries

in recent years” by Paris |03
Move. Philadelphia-based | §
pianist James Fernando
formed the trio in 2023
after being invited to fill
an open performance slot at the Kennedy Center on just three days™ notice.
The group’s immediate chemistry led to ongoing performances at leading
venues and universities across the United States, where they have become
known for a joyful, forward-thinking approach to the piano trio tradition.
In 2026, they released their debut album, Philly 3.




Choovmptan Fultor

Champian began her career at the

age of 10, performing for Jazz legend
and family friend Clark Terry’s 75th
Birthday Party. Since then she has
appeared on stage with Jazz royalty such
as Lou Donaldson, Frank Wess, Scott
Hamilton, Nicholas Payton, the WDR
Jazz Orchestra, Jeff Hamilton, John
Clayton, Buster Williams, Jimmy Cobb
and Louis Hayes, who performed with

. Champian in a tribute to Horace Silver

for her senior recital upon graduation
from SUNY Purchase in 2006. After moving to New York in 2003, she
began performing at Birdland, the Jazz Corner of the World, where she has
regularly appeared for over 20 years.

“Every song is a work of art in Champian’s hands and voice” (the Aboslute
Sound). Her “galvanizing presence” (the New Yorker) and her alluring
musical presentation have made her “a charming young steward of the

mainstream Jazz tradition.” (7The New York Times)

Please join us in wishing Champian a Happy Birthday today!

SITEWORK ¢ PAVING ¢+ UTILITIES

Main Office
E 705 Morgnec Rd.
Qﬁ Chestertown, MD 21620
(410) 778-3023

BRAMBLE Salisbury Regional Office

28101 Old Eden Rd.
Eden, MD 21822

L EsTERTOWN, Wy {420)742:8484

davidabrambleinc.com




HEADLINER

Mureecs Roseets Teco

Featuring Jason Marsalis

The Marcus Roberts
Trio—a long-term
musical partnership
between pianist,
Marcus Roberts, the
phenomenal drummer
Jason Marsalis, and
gifted bassist Rodney

Jordan

The Marcus Roberts
Trio is known for its
virtuosic style and
entirely new approach
to jazz trio performance.
While most jazz trios
have the piano front and
center, all members of
the Marcus Roberts Trio
share equally in shaping
the direction of the

music by changing its
. tempo, mood, texture,
or form at any time. And they do this with lightning quick musical reflexes
and creative imagination. The trio is known for having almost telepathic
communication on the stage. And more than a few concert goers have
been heard to say that it sounds like a lot more than three people up there
on the stage! The Marcus Roberts Trio believes in ‘letting the music take
over’ and the result is a powerfully rhythmic and melodic sound that is
filled with rhythmic, harmonic, and dynamic contrast. One of the most
enjoyable aspects of watching this trio perform is that it is so evident that
these three musicians are really having fun playing together and listening
to each other.



COMING UP AT THE GARFIEI.D
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"W December 4 - 20, 2026
By Mark Shanahan
Directed by Hester Sachse

2027 SUMMER THEATRE CAMP
J !v 5- 30 2027| Ag 8-15
Perlormances: July 30, 31 & Aug 1

DEcevBeR 3 - 19, 2007

THE GARFIELD CENTER FOR THE ARTS

AT THE PRINCE THEATRE

210 HIGH STREET | CHESTERTOWN MD
11410.810.2060 GARFIELDCENTER.ORG






Underwriters

PLATINUM
Chesapeake Medical Imaging/  The Hedgelawn Foundation
RadNet Melvin S. Rapelyea, MD
Laurie Salladin & Mark Baganz, MD
GOLD
Laura & Kirk Wade Dr. & Mrs. Rogers Lewis
Antonio Nelson, MD Christian Havemeyer
SILVER
Zwanger Kram Foundation Vic and Patricia Pfeiffer
Mark Zwanger, MD and Elizabeth Rice
Malcolm Kram, DVM Dana Chatellier
Ramsey GMC Caroline Gabel

Kees & Jennifer DeMooy

RAMSEY GMC
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As we celebrate the 30th and final
Chestertown Jazz Festival, we honor
Dr. Mel Rapelyea, whose vision,
leadership, dedication, and love for this §
festival have guided it through three
remarkable decades.

From the earliest days, Mel believed
deeply in what the Chestertown Jazz
Festival could become. Year after year,
he gave his time, energy, enthusiasm,
and heart to helping it grow into a treasured community tradition.

Behind every festival are countless hours of planning, problem-
solving, encouragement, and determination. Mel has been

there through it all — helping bring extraordinary musicians to
Chestertown, supporting the people who made the festival possible,
and always keeping the music and the community at its heart.

His contribution can be heard in the music, seen in the crowds
gathered by the river, and felt in the friendships and memories
created over the past 30 years.

Mel, thank you for your vision, perseverance, and extraordinary
commitment. Your legacy will forever be part of the Chestertown
Jazz Festival. Make 30 years of music and unforgettable memories
possible.

With love and heartfelt appreciation,

The Chestertown Jarz Festival
1996-2026




-_—
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\ @ As we celebrate the 30th

and final Chestertown Jazz
Festival, we honor Leslie
Raimond, whose dedication,
encouragement, generosity of
spirit, and love for this festival
have been part of its story
from the very beginning.

Leslie was there as the festival
took its first steps and remained a steadfast supporter as it grew
into a beloved Chestertown tradition. Through the years, she has
given her time, energy, friendship, and heart to helping make
each celebration special.

So much of what has made the festival extraordinary has
come from people who believed in it, cared for it, and worked
faithfully to keep it going. Leslie has always been one of those
very special people.

Her contribution lives on in the traditions, friendships, music,
and wonderful memories created over three decades.

Leslie, thank you for believing in the Chestertown Jazz Festival,
for being there from the beginning, and for helping make
30 years of music and unforgettable memories possible.

With love and heartfelt appreciation,

The Chestertown Jarz Festival
1996-2026
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Sue Patthews

From the very first notes of the Chestertown Jazz Festival in
1996, Sue Matthews has been part of its music, its history, and
its heart.

Through the years, Sue’s beautiful voice and remarkable musi-
cianship have created countless special moments for Jazz by the
River audiences. Her longtime musical partnership with Dick
Durham and Stefan Scaggiari became an important and memo-
rable part of the festival’s story.

Sue has also given generously beyond the stage, sharing her time,
friendship, and dedication as a longtime member of the Jazz
Festival committee and helping support the festival through the
years.

Thank you, Sue, for 30 years of beautiful music, friendship, and
unforgettable memories. We are deeply grateful that you have
been such an important part of this remarkable journey

With love and heartfelt appreciation,

The Chestertonwn Jarz Festival
1996-2026
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For nearly three decades, Karen Somerville’s extraordinary voice
and joyful spirit have helped make the Chestertown Jazz Festival
what it is today.

Since joining the festival in 1997, Karen has returned through
the years as a treasured performer whose music audiences
have always looked forward to hearing. With Sombarkin’ and
the Karensomerville Band, she has brought joy, soul, and a
wonderful sense of connection to Jazz by the River.

Karen’s contribution has always been about more than music.
She has been a friend, supporter, and cherished member of the
Jazz Festival family, generously sharing her talent and her heart
with our community.

Thank you, Karen, for nearly three decades of beautiful music,
friendship, and unforgettable memories. We are deeply grateful
that you have been such an important part of this remarkable
journey.

With love and heartfelt appreciation,

The Chestertown Jarz Festival
1996-2026
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CONGRATULATIONS

CHESTERTOWN JAZZ FESTIVAL

From Your Friends at The Mainstay

THE M.AM‘HY
HOME of MUSICAL MAGKC

Come experience a litile

musical magic in Rock Hall.
Great music. An intimate room.

Remarkable musicians.
And the kind of place where the

audience is part of the experience.

Jazz - Blues - Bluegrass * Folk « Classical
= Soul » and more

FREE PUB NIGHT — EVERY THURSDAY

For nearly three decades, The Mainstay has brought exceptional live music to Rock
Hall and the Eastern Shore. Jazz has been at the heart of that tradition from our
earliest concerts with legendary guitarist Charlie Byrd to today’'s acclaimed
regional, national and international artists.

YEAR-ROUND LIVE MUSIC « AN INTIMATE 120-SEAT LISTENING ROOM
JAZZ + BLUES * FOLK * BLUEGRASS +* CLASSICAL * WORLD MUSIC



CHESTERTOWN
POLICE
DEPARTMENT
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Chestertown Downtown
Restaurants and Eateries

BAD ALFREDS
323 High Street

BRIAN’S BEST CAFE & PASTRIES
329 Cannon Street

CHESTER RIVER WINE & CHEESE CO.
117 S. Cross Street

SUGAR DOODLE SWEET SHOPPE
315 High Street

EVERGRAIN BREAD COMPANY
203 High Street

MODERN STONE AGE

236 Cannon Street

PHAT DADDY’S
205 S. Spring Avenue

STAM’S LUNCHEONETTE
215 High Street

THE KITCHEN AT THE IMPERIAL HOTEL
208 High Street

WATERSHED ALLEY
337 High Street

THE RETRIEVER BAR
337Y%2 High Street



CH ESTERTOWI\% FESTIVAL

Great music, great venue, marvelous.

Kees and Jennifer DeMoy

In the heart of Kent County Maryland,
Chestertown hosts its annual Jazz Festival

in late summer and we enthusiastically look
forward to being entertained by top tier
international and local artists. The added joy
of seeing and reveling with old friends, and
establishing new friendships highlights the
entire weekend.

Antonio Nelson, MD



The Hedgelawn Foundation

Congratulations
Chestertown Jazz Fest 2026!

The Hedgelawn Foundation supports the arts and
humanities of the Delmarva Peninsula, with a primary
focus on the Eastern Shore of Maryland, including the
visual and performing arts, arts education, libraries and
museums, historical research, and publication.

The Foundation supports the natural environment, with
a primary focus on the Chesapeake Bay Watershed,
including efforts that promote stewardship, sustainability,
and protection of our natural resources. The Foundation
also supports historical research and publication for the
study and appreciate of the history and culture of Venice,
Northeast Italy, and the former Venetian Empire.

The Hedgelawn Foundation values fairness and justice for

all, variety, multiplicity and intersectionality, authentic

representation, empowered participation, and full access.

www.hedgelawn.org



311 HiGH STREET
CHESTERTOWN
410-778-5292
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CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING
ART SupPLIES ~ CANDLES ~ CARDS
DECORATIVE PHOTO FRAMES
DIGITAL IMAGING
www.finishingtouchshop.com




WASHINGTON COLLEGE

Welcome, Coach Thomas Primosch!

The Chestertown Jazz Festival is delighted to welcome Coach
Thomas Primosch to Washington College — and we want to say a
very special thank you for sharing the Men’s Basketball Team with us!

For years, these young men
have been an incredible help
to the Jazz Festival. They ar-
~ rive early in the morning to

" help us set up tables, chairs,
and everything needed to
get ready for the day — and
= we happily greet them with
= donuts!

A o Then, after the final perfor-
mance, they come back to help us take everything down and clean
up — with pizza waiting for them!

But what we appreciate most isn’t just their strong backs and hard
work. They do it all with smiles on their faces. They are always polite,
kind, helpful, hardworking, and FUN to be around.

They have truly been a delight to work with year after year, and we
are so grateful to have their help again for our 30th and final Ches-
tertown Jazz Festival.

WELCOME

Coach Primosch
and THANK YOU
to the
Washington College
Men’s Basketball Team!
We couldn’t do it
without you!




Thank Ufou

Jeff Gruber and
Blue House Productions

BLUE
PRODUCTIONS

Thanks to Butch Clark
for his many contributions this year
and in the past years.

Thank you to Ford Schumann
for being an incredible stage manager
all these years.

GILLESPIE
& SON, INC

PRECAST & SUPPLY

DELMARVA
J GILLESPIE DELMARYVA
ESTABL SHED



EXCEPTIONAL
LODGING ON THE
CHESAPEAKE BAY




Thanks for the Music
and the Memories
of 30 years with
Jazz by the River




Providing transformative
outdoor experiences since 1932

www.ehos.org
410-348-5880

Listen to Dave Robinson’s

Ww ”
Jazz Gumbo

Sundays 8-10PM on 9o.5,
WKHS-FM, Worton, MD—
or online: wkhsradio.org
Trad/swing/rag/boogie!




House Desserts, and Pasta. Gluten Free,
THE K LTCHEN Vegetarian and Vegan Options Available.

2022 Best Rthlaunnt
Award winning casual fine
Dining in the heart of
Chestertown!
208 High Street, Chestertown
{410, 000

+(443) 457-8475

e wildlynative@gmail.com
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www. wildlynative.com

7060 Broad Neck Rd
Chestertown, MD 21620

P PropPLES

bemHans com

Federal Credit Union

WWW.PBKC.COM KEEPING YOUR

FEINANCIAL FUTURE
.J’ "IN TUNE.

1Trucordiu TR ool

CHESTERTOWN, MD OFFICE
IS A PROUD SPONSOR OF

THE 30TH ANNUAL

JAZZ FESTIVAL

Trucordia is the group name for o top 20 ULS. insurance brokerage headquortered in Lindon, Utoh. Insurance solutions
and services provided by Trucordia companies with state insurance licenses: trucordio.comficensing-information
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Robert “Lam” Hawkrldge
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CHESTERTOWN
JAZZ FESTIVAL,
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. Lain Hawkridge was a devoted

7 member of the Chestertown Jazz
Festival Committee, a beloved
WKHS radio D], and a cherished
friend whose passion for jazz, kindness,
and commitment to our community
touched countless lives.

His enthusiasm, generous spirit,
3 and love of music helped shape
the festival for many years.

Though he is no longer with us,
his legacy continues to resonate in
every note played and every
memory shared.

We are grateful for the time we had with Lain
and will honor his memory as we gather
one final time under the big tent by the

Chester River.
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CHESAPEAKE MEDICAL IMAGING

PROVIDER OF THE REGION’S FINEST

RADIOLOGY Services
FOR/OVER 20Yea{s

MRI CT PET-CT UL_T_R_AS_[']_UND 3D MAMMOGRAPHY

www.cmirad.net
855-455-8900



